JOHN DEE
 
»
[Born 1527. Mathematician and astrologer. Fellow of Trinity
College, Cambridge, where the clever stage effects he introduced
into a performance of Aristophanes' Peace procured him his lifelong
reputation of being a magician. Studied at Louvain 1548. Lectured
on Euclid at Paris 1550. Rector of Upton-upon-Severn 1553.
Acquitted by the Star Chamber of a charge of practising sorcery
against Queen Mary's life, but put under the surveillance of Bishop
Bonner as a possible heretic. Suggested to Queen Mary the formation
of a Royal Library of Ancient Manuscripts 1556. Visited Venice
1563. Made a voyage to St. Helena. Travelled to Hungary to present
his Mows Hieroglyphica to Maximilian n 1563. Explained the appear-
ance of a new star 1572. At her request, he gathered descriptions of
newly discovered countries for Queen Elizabeth 1580. Made calcula-
tions to facilitate the adoption in England of the Gregorian Calendar
1583. Went to Prague and had interviews with the Emperor Rodolph n
and Stephen of Poland (1584) but was compelled to leave by the
representations of the Bishop of Placenta 1585. He headed a small
confraternity, which dissolved in 1589, for seeking the Philosopher's
Stone and invoking the angels. Warden of Manchester College
1595-1604. Fruitlessly petitioned James I to be formally cleared of
the imputation of being a magician 1604. Wrote A. Treatise of the
Rjosie Crucean Secrets. He invented the phrase " The British Empire."
Died 1608.]
H
EE had a very fake cleare rosie complexion;   a long
beard as white as milke;  he was tall and slender;  a
very handsome man.    His Picture in a wooden cutt
is at the end of Billingsley's Euclid.   He wore a Gowne like an
Artist's gowne, with hanging sleeves, and a slitt;  a mighty
good -man he was.
My great Grandfather, Will: Aubrey, and he were Cosins,
and intimate acquaintance. Mr. Ashrnole hath letters between
them, under their owne hands, viz. one of Dr. W. A. to him
(ingeniosely and learnedly written) touching the Swraignty
of the Sea, of which J. D. writt a booke which he dedicated to
Queen Elizabeth and desired my great grandfather's advice upon
it. Dr. A/s countrey-house was at Kew, and J. Dee lived at
Mortlack, not a mile distant. I have heard my grandmother
say they were often together.
Among the MSS. in the Bodlean library of Doctor Gwyn,

